SUMMARY A girl presented with purulent meningitis at ages 6, 8, and 11 years. She was in good health between these three episodes. When aged 16 one of her brothers also experienced an attack of pneumococcal meningitis. Complement studies showed lack of C2 in the patient and the brother, and intermediate values in the mother and a sister. No other member of the family was available for study.
no record of head injury. She had been well until 61 years when she developed purulent meningitis. The Analysis of individual complement components showed a lack of C2 in the patient's serum. The 18-year-old brother showed a lack of C2 in his serum; concentrations of C2 in the mother and eldest sister were intermediate (Table 2 ). Other family members could not be studied.
Discussion
Several families with C2 deficiency have been described. Although only four members of this family were studied, the findings were sufficient to indicate that the disease was inherited in autosomal codominant fashion, similar to previously reported C2-deficient kindreds. The predilection to collagen-vascular disorders reported in other kindreds,2 but not observed in this family, is thought to be due either to 
